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George Lardner, nev/sroom 
The Washington Post 

1150 15 **t., m 
Washington, DC 20071 

Dear George, 

You've done some fine writing but ybixr today's Outlook piece is remarkable, beautiful, 
if I may use that word, and it must have been the most diffcult writing you've ever faced. 

after reading it- really while reading it - I woMdered that you could be so close 
and warm and yet be so detached and fair. I could not huve been and - doubt many men 
could, have. 

It is also what you clearly intended, an effective indictment of a system, really 
a society, that refuses to function, that canntat do the simplest things, like keeping 
ordinary records so necessary to protect us from what Weld correctly referred to the 
many walking time-bombs so loose to explode when that could largely be prevented. 

It is, truly, a remarkable Job of which you should bo more than merely proud be- 
cause it has the potential of reducing if not preventing more easily prevented such 
pointless tragedies. 

Perliaps x react to it a little more strongly because Just last evening I decided 
that I'd best report daily harassing phone calls to the State police. Tomorrow I'll ask 
the phone company to provide a (Jadget that records the calling number. 

It will be no compBrt to you but this is not new in our society. It is merely more 
prevalent. Years ago when I got disgusted working on the News in "ilmington and quit 
for a spell I worked in a department store, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturdays and although 
my feet were killing me I always walked some girls home before going to my own home. 

In hitch-hiking from college in those Depression days, when some girls, particularly one 
x knew had been raped, were hitch-hiking I Joined them. There were desperate men then, too, 
and while dope was rare drunkeness .was even more common. 

If anything can be done to convert a senseless tragedy into something constructive, 
you have done it and you should be proud of b±*iih doing it and how well you did it! 

It is Just wonderful that the Post gave it all that space, too! That can help it 
become the national conern it should be. 

If it is not too much trouble I'd appreciate it if you can send me two copies of it 
because xeroxing it with our machine will leave reading it difficult. I'd like to send 
one to Davo Vfrone, a Wisconsin history professor friend, and another to a professor of 
sociology. I don't know if you've ever spoke/to Wrone, my dear friend, fie is co-author of 
the only professional JPK assassination bibliography. iJ e evaluated the Post s reporting 
as by far the bo 3 t. I think he'd Just like to read iit. The sociologist can use it. 

It would be good, I think, if something more could come of this. If you are up to 
it, as I four I rould not be. 

I hope it makes it easier for all of you, 



